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THE LITTLE FORKS

CONSERVANCY
Protecting the places we love for future generations.

Spring 2004 Issue 29 Serving the Tittabawassee, Chippewa and Pine River Watersheds

What if we could increase the
acreage of an existing preserve and
protect more river frontage?  Wouldn’t
that be great!

The Conservancy was faced with
this question when we learned that a
31-acre property adjacent to our Averill
Preserve was listed for sale. The
Conservancy’s staff immediately began
working to find a way to secure the
long term protection of this property.

Acquisition of this parcel will
expand our ownership in Averill to
over 1 mile of frontage and adjacent
floodplain along this stretch of the
Tittabawassee River.

“This property is a key addition
to the Averill Preserve that will benefit
the land and the local community,”
says Land Protection Specialist Elan
Lipschitz. “This will give us critically
needed access to the west side of the
Averill Preserve and will tie in
extremely well with the Averill Master
Plan.”

 The agreed upon purchase price
is $100,000.  This will be our biggest
and most ambitious purchase of land
to date.

The funds to buy this property are
being provided by a grant from
settlement monies known as the
PIRGIM fund. Dollars in this fund
were generated as part of a consent
agreement for a water quality permit
violation that occured more than eight
years ago. Qualifying  projects need to

demonstrate clear benefits to water
quality in the Saginaw Bay watershed.

By permanently protecting 1,250
feet of Tittabawassee River shoreline,
along with more than 1,500 feet of
Averill Creek that dissects the
property, and by ensuring that at least
20 acres of critical floodplain will not
be encroached upon by unsafe
development, we were able to meet
the criteria set by the fund
administrators.
Help us celebrate!

Join us at the Averill Preserve on
Monday, June 21, beginning at
5:30pm, for our annual picnic to
celebrate this addition! Registration
for the picnic was mailed out to all
members on May 27. A buffet dinner
will be catered by Bone Daddy’s BBQ.

Conservancy Signs Purchase Agreement to Expand Preserve

Dr. Eugene Kenaga and landowner Dr. Kyung Ahn
stand at the base of a towering cottonwood found on this
special property. (photo from 1999)
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With the
arrival of spring,
Conservancy
board members
Ed Elliott and
Glenn Sanford
have gone right to
work making a
couple of quick
improvements to
the Averill
preserve. Hoping
to take advantage
of the preserve’s
location between
the Tittabawassee
River and the Pere Marquette Rail-
Trail, the preserve team is working to
create a trail to allow for access to the
lower portion of the property.

The Conservancy is working with
Justin Arnosky, a local Boy Scout, as
part of his Eagle Scout service project
to create a safe crossing of the L&B
Drain by constructing a pedestrian
bridge to span the drain. We will have
to deal with Mother Nature as the
photograph above shows our
preferred location!

We wish to thank Matt Schaar
and Brett Schwenke of Wilcox
Professional Services, LLC of Saginaw

for assisting in the design and
permitting for this project.

Plans are underway to create an
historic interpretation area along the
overlook, fix a couple of erosion
problems on site, and create and
install signs to mark our boundaries
and recognize the Midland Area
Community Foundation for their role
in preserving this property.

If you would like to be a part of
the work crew for this or other
stewardship projects, please contact
Elan at the Conservancy office, 835-
4886. Work days are scheduled for
June 9 (9am - Noon) and July 13th
(5:00 - 8:00pm).

Work Begins at The Averill Preserve

During the flood events this spring we were able to evaluate the effects of high
water on our property. Bridging the L&B Drain to provide safe pedestrian
access to the lower sections of the preserve will be challenging!

Printed on Recycled Paper

Ahn Property Averill Preserve
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Things change, and our board is no exception. After
germanating and caring for this young conservation
organization and having found themselves strapped for
time, three board members are moving to their next
relationship with LFC -- that of retired board members. Join
us in thanking Gene Arnold, Dick Touvell and Will Sears
for the many hours they gave to help build the best
Conservancy in Mid-Michigan!

Gene Arnold and Dick Touvell are founding board
members of The Little Forks Conservancy. They have seen
the ups and downs (hopefully more ups) during their
combined 16 years with LFC. Gene has chosen to remain
on the Outreach Committee. Dick will also remain an
active member of the Conservancy. Will Sears, a board
member for 6 years, brought his knowledge of the land
and contacts with many landowners to LFC. He will
continue to be a key connection to the agricultural
community.

“Each of these directors has provided a service to this
organization that was crucial to taking LFC from its origins
to a strong, healthy organization,” says Douglas Koop,
Executive Director. “Their knowledge of the community
and technical expertise got us through the toughest time of
any new organization...the first 6 years. While they will be
leaving the management decisions behind, I know I can
always count on their continued involvement when the
Conservancy needs their advice and leadership skills.”

We are excited to announce three new board
members of The Little Forks Conservancy.

Jim Luginbill
Jim Luginbill joined Comerica Bank in 1984, and is

currently the Regional President for the Midland Region.
After moving to Midland in 2002, Jim became actively
involved in the community.  He is on the Executive Board
of the Midland Economic Development Council,
Affordable Housing Alliance, and is a member of the
Midland Rotary Club.

A graduate of MSU, with a B.S. in Crop and Soil
Science, Jim is embracing his role as a member of the
Conservancy and a board member.  He loves being out in
the woods and in natural areas.  When asked why he is
involved with LFC, Jim says the group “pursues, maintains
and protects land in the areas we all love” and believes
“through education, fundraising and hard work,
conservancies can make a difference.”

Jim and his wife, Julie, have three daughters:  Kelsey,
Taylor and Lindsey.

Neil Hawkins
Neil has worked in a variety of positions with The

Dow Chemical Co., and is currently with Public Affairs in
Global Issues Management.

Neil’s interest in conservation was evident even in high
school – he was the president of the ecology club!  He holds
a B.S. from Georgia Tech, and a M.S. and Ph.D. from the
Harvard University School of Public Health.  Though his
doctoral degree is in Environmental Sciences and
Engineering, Neil took time to study ecology for fun while
at Georgia Tech.

He believes LFC is at a terrific point in time for
private solutions and partnerships to preserve the great
natural heritage of the tri-county region. In fact, Neil says
“Progress can be made quickly when the community, private
sector, foundations and individuals team together to
accomplish great things…one parcel at a time.  The more
land saved now…the more beauty and enjoyment in the
future for this region.”

Jan McGuire
Jan has worked for Chemical Bank for over 25 years,

and currently holds the position of First Vice President and
Director of Marketing for Chemical Financial Corporation.
She is a graduate of the Robert M. Perry School of Banking
at Central Michigan University, and the School of Bank
Marketing and Management at the University of Colorado.

Involved in the community, Jan is the chair of the
Midland Area Chamber Foundation, and sits on the board
of the Midland Symphony Orchestra. Jan explained her
involvment with the Conservancy by stating, “I am proud to
be a part of an organization that will leave a lasting affect on
our community for many years to come.”

Jan and her husband, Marty, have five children.

The addition of these three directors creates an
organization where 8 of our 15 board members have one
year or less of experience on the board. “By balancing this
with current board members with three to more than six
years of service, we have a strong dynamic of energy and
knowledge,” says Koop.

“I am very excited about seeing the new directors
interact with the returning directors, and I look forward to
the insight these professionals will bring to the
organization. I feel blessed to have the diversity of
experience and knowledge that the entire board brings to
the issue of land conservation.”

Spring Brings Changes at LFC
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Membership Gift:

� $1,000

� $500

� $250

� $100

� $50

� $25

� Other:_______

Name: __________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: ______________________  State: ______  Zip: _____________

E-mail: __________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________

The Little Forks Conservancy welcomes the following members.  Each
of their gifts was matched by a grant from the Charles J. Strosacker
Foundation. Donations received Jan. 1 to May 15, 2004.

• We thank the following donors for their contributions to the LFC
Land Fund.  Donations received Jan. 1 to May 15, 2004.

PLEASE ACCEPT MY CONTRIBUTION TO HELP PROTECT

SIGNIFICANT NATURAL RESOURCES IN MY COMMUNITY.

Bill and Cathy Egerer
Rick and Donna Gross
Neil and Annemarie Hawkins
Ed and Brigette Haycock

• Thank you to Ross and Arlene Thompson for making a contribution to
support the Conservancy’s 52 week underwriting of the NPR show
“Living on Earth” on WCMU radio.

• A Huge Thanks to Little Forks Outfitters!  Bo Brines, owner,
dedicated 10% of pre-tax sales on Earth Day, April 22 to LFC.
A total of $110 was deposited into the Land Fund in honor of
Earth Day, and matched 2:1 under a grant from the Herbert H.
and Grace A. Dow Foundation.

Ceo Bauer
Edward and Dorothy Elliott
Frank Gerace
Neil and Mary Hodges
Doug and Shelley Koop

Glenn and Carol Sanford
Russell Teyner
Christian and Jenee Velasquez
William Wang

Geoffry and Jenifer Kusch
Bruce and Suzanne Richards
Charles and Darlene Wolohan

Thank You!

Welcome New Members

� I would like to make an additional contribution of $______ to the Land Fund.

� Please send me information on protecting my land.

Spreading the Word
To Landowners

On May 12, 2004, the
Conservancy hosted a meeting for
landowners at the West Midland
Family Center. Landowners were
invited to come learn about
conservation options available for their
property. Look for more of these
meetings in the future throughout the
Conservancy’s service area as we work
to spread the word on the benefits of
land conservation.

We offer a special thanks to Glenn
Sanford and Debbie Anderson for
their time and help with the meeting.
To learn more about the work we do
and land conservation options, call us
at (989) 835-4886.

Join Us For a
Preserve Workday!

Would you like to help clean up
our preserves? Call or e-mail Elan
(elipschitz@littleforks.org) for details
on these scheduled workdays:

Steiner Preserve: Jun. 26, 9am - Noon

Averill Preserve: Jun. 16, 9am - Noon
Jul. 13, 5pm - 8pm

Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
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No matter how you measure it, 2003 was a great
year for the Conservancy! We saw increases in all areas of
our program. The number of contributing households
and the dollars donated by individuals were both up over
40% for the year. The number of acres placed under our
purview increased by 289, including more than 2 miles
of shoreline, through three wonderful projects.

The Conservancy’s long-term financial stability
was helped through the completion of the initial
endowment challenge grant issued by the
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation
in 1998. Because of the generous
contributions of local foundations and
many individuals, we successfully reached
the $500,000 goal early in the year.

With the matching grants from the Dow
Foundation and the return of a stronger market
in 2003, we finished the year with an endowment fund
balance of about $1.1 million. Because the spending
policy for distribution of the earnings involves a lagging
calculation, we received only $9,500 from the fund this
year. As we move forward, however, we will see that
distribution grow rapidly (as the fund balance did) to
realize the true potential of that fund in just a few short
years.

Although membership numbers increased
dramatically, individual contributions were able to
provide only 13% of our operating budget in 2003.
However, we can not forget that many members made
contributions to the Land Fund that helped us purchase
the Steiner preserve in Lee Township. Those donations
bumped the amount of total funds contributed by
individuals to 23% of our income for the year.

Although this financial support is very encouraging,
we must continue to work hard to increase our annual
operating contributions from individuals and increase the
endowment fund balance if we wish to reach self
sufficiency soon. We have been fortunate to receive a
tremendous amount of operating support from the local
foundations. In fact, foundation grants accounted for

73% of our operating income for 2003. This, however, is
not a sustainable model for the long-term.

We completed three land projects in 2003. The
largest was a 236-acre conservation easement that was
donated by Ceo Bauer over 5 contiguous properties in
Montcalm County. We followed that project with our
first ever purchase of land by acquiring a 9.8 acre

property at the confluence of the Big Salt Creek and
the Chippewa River. Through contributions

from our members we raised over $17,000
in just a couple of months to close that
deal.

At our annual picnic in May we
announced the pending transfer of the 43-
acre Averill log banking grounds along the

Tittabawassee River. That transfer from the
Midland Area Community Foundation was

completed in November. Planning began immediately to
determine what amenities we could add to that property
to restore some of its ecological functions, and also to
interpret the unique history associated with this site.

Also at that picnic we welcomed five new board
members to the Conservancy--Judy Enger, Carol Feider,
Steve Kin, Elyse Rogers and Chris Velasquez--while we
said good-bye to four of our founding board members,
Bill Gibson, Gene Kenaga and Hugh and Eileen Starks.

Overall, 2003 was very exciting for us. As we look
forward to 2004 we see many new challenges ahead such
as the new endowment campaign, conservation easement
donations, property acquisitions, new board members,
and other new opportunities we are not even aware of at
this time.

I thank each member of the board for the many
hours they have given to the Conservancy and to the staff
for their dedication and professionalism. I welcome the
new board members into our organization and believe we
are continuing on our path to a better community
through the work of this organization.

—Daniel J. Cline
President

ANNUAL REPORT TO

The Little Forks Conservancy Board of Directors
MAY 12, 2004

LOGO
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The grant awarded by the Charles J. Strosacker
Foundation to match new member contributions
continues throughout 2004. The Strosacker grant
provides up to $20,000 to match new member
donations (and those of previous donors who had not
made a gift since FY 2000) throughout 2003 and 2004.

As of May 15th LFC has received qualifying
donations totaling $10,275. We have only until the year’s
end to raise the remaining $9,725 in matchable funds.

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Support and Revenue

Grants and contributions $42,633
Contribution of land 124,500
Membership fees and other  33,085
Investment income  3,399
Appreciation (depreciation) of investments 31,170
Miscellaneous income  530
Net assets released from restrictions for specific purposes

Time restrictions expired     121,356
Total support and revenue   356,673

Expenses
Programs 143,841
Administration 18,920
Fundraising         27,653

Total expenses       190,414

Change in unrestricted net assets       166,259

TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Support and revenue (grants and contributions)

Restricted for programs for future years 254,653
Restricted for specific purposes 19,601

Net assets released from restrictions    (121,356)

Change in temporarily restricted net assets      152,898

PERMANENTLY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Contributions           2000

Change in permanently restricted net assets           2000

Change in net assets 321,157

Net assets at beginning of year      407,979

Net assets at end of year    $729,136

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2003

We are thankful to all who made contributions in
2003 and the first four months of 2004. Without your
support we would not be able to move forward with
new programs and new opportunities for land
conservation in Mid-Michigan.

We will again be conducting a membership drive
this summer and fall to seek new contributors to the
Conservancy.

Strosacker Matching Grant Continues
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BENEFACTORS
Ceo Bauer

Michael and Rhea Dow
Edward and Dorothy Elliott

William and Catherine Elliott
David and Claudia Fry

William Meek
Frank and Jean Popoff

Margaret and John Riecker

PATRONS
Stuart and Katherine Branson

Daniel and Linda Cline
Ted and Junia Doan

Eldon and Judy Enger
Linus K. Frevel

Steven and Mary Kin
Dorothy Koop

Lee and Loretta McMaster
Elsie and Tom Misner
B.J. and Herb Scogg
Betty Vander Kelen

CONTRIBUTORS
Anonymous

John and Sandra Bartos
Robert B. Bennett

Tom Bradley
Mary Currie

Jon and Heather DeGroot
Benjamin and Katherine Dollard

Tad and June Eastman
Bill and Karen Gibson

Chuck and Bethany Goodman
Kay Harley and Charles Fahlgren

Emile and Sandy Hermann
Jim and Julie Luginbill

Deb and Tim Misner-Broderick
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Owen
Mrs. M. Sheldon Putnam
George and Quita Shier

David and Alice Sias
Bill Thomson

James and Bette Tollar
Christian and Jenee Velasquez

SPONSORS
Gene and Esther Arnold

Wendy Baker
Irene Beshgetoor

M. Victoria Bowes
Ned and Jeanette Brandt
Jim and Marilyn Brooks

Nancy Brown
Pam and Mike Butcher

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W Caldwell
Susan Campbell

John and Sylvia Carter
Dr. and Mrs. William S. Cline

Coldwell Banker Alliance Group

John and Nancy Davis
Wilford and Virginia Dent
Wendell and Marcia Dilling

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Dishburger
Ruth Dixon

Orville Dobson
Dick and Donna Dolinski

Ann Doyle
Bruce and Evelyn Ducker
Tom and Marie Erickson
James and Kelly Fabiano

Vernon and Dorothy Fauver
Carol Feider

David and Alma Fry
Paul and Elaine Garner
Carl and Marilyn Gillett

Roger and Ginny Gohrband
Bruce and Judy Groom

Roland and Frances Hamburg
Leroy and Anne Hampton

Kenneth and Audrey Harding
James and Carole Head

Tami Heilman and Richard Adam
Blake and Angela Hine

Carol Hlavacek
Neil and Mary Hodges

Robert J. House
Dennis and Barb Hurley
Mitchell and Carol Jarosz

Mike Kapp and Patricia Raines
Joseph Keil

James and Linda Kevra
Brian and Deana Klingensmith
George and Margaret Klumb

Richard and Judi Krauss
Chuck and Marcia Leach
Joe and Karen Lehman

Doug and Marguerite Leng
Charles and Elinor Lentz

Lance and Beth Lewis
Jack Maddox and Jan Garvey
Remo and Camille Maneri
Marty and Jan McGuire

Wilbur and Elaine McLaren
David Metevia

Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Meyer
Cliff and Esther Miles

David and Marcelle Molzahn
Craig and Pam Murchison

Brock and Mary Neely
Mrs. George Olson
Alan and Jean Ott

Richard and Judy Phillips
James and Nancy Pollack

David and Fran Reece
John Reisner

Jerry and Cathy Ring
Gene and Judy Rose
Ed and Phyllis Rusk

Richard and Lois Schell
Rick and Nancy Schenkel

Jim Secor
Don and Angela Sheets

Sandra Simmons
Sally Ann Sutton

Graham and Beth Taylor
Curtis and Donna Thayer

Ross and Arlene Thompson
Michael and Sharon Tiknis
Dick and Jeanne Touvell

Barbara Weyenberg
G. J. and Lyla Williams
Richard and Ellen Wolfe

Judy Wright
Dorothy Yates

SUPPORTERS
Chris and Sue Anderson

Dick and Helen Anderson
Gary and Judy Anderson

Julie Arbury
Orrin Barrett

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bash
Jeffrey and Laura Bennett

Carol and Frederic Bergstein
Don Blades

Robert and Ruth Bridge
Paul and Amanda Brink

Jim Burlingame
Brian and Kathy Chapman

Mrs. William Daudt
Kathryn Dawson

John and Mary Ditzler
Linn and Phae Dorman
Jeff and Terri Dulude

Joseph Dunn
Tim and Susan Dyste

Sylvia Erskine
Art and Judy Frock

Edward and Colleen Gannon
Juan and Linda Garces

Barry and Joanne George
Scott and Barbara Haines
Gil and Miriam Harter

Richard and Suzanne Heiny
James and Mary Hopfensperger

John and Barbara Hoshaw
Frederick and Jean Houghton

Norm and Ruth Hozak
Beth and Fritz Hyde

Roger and Sue Jennings
Duane and Joann Kenaga

Ed and Barb Kerns
Ronald and Ruth Klump

John Krieger and Valerie Ash
Randall A. Kursinsky

Janet Lanigan
Lin and Kathy Linabery

Ronald and Barbara Lowry
Jerry and Charlotte Maxson
Marianne and Fred McKelvy

Sharon Miller and Craig Delaney
George and Dottie Momany

Mary and Allen Pankopf
Steve and Sylvia Patchin
Curt and Gussie Peterson
Darl and Marjorie Pochert

Paul and Kathleen Pounders
Mary Rack

Mr. and Mrs. Tad Roberson
George and Victoria Rock

Harold and Margaret Rockwell
Fred and Carolee Rolf
Tom and Hilda Rush

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Ryan
Elizabeth Saddler

Helen Sanders
Charles and Sallie Sanislow

Bill and Beth Schmidt
Will Sears

David and Linda Smith
Lawrence and Lucile Southwick

Denise Spencer
Dr. Vernon Stenger

Bob Streadwick
Jim and Carol Struthers
Thayre and Katie Talcott

Tom and Paula Tefft
Russell Teyner

Allan and Roberta Thiele
Bruce and Rosemary Thill

Richard Van Effen
Joseph Vander Kelen

Gary and Ruth Veurink
Dick and Ann Votaw
Rick and Chris Walter

William Wang
Joe and Cindy Weir

Kris Winterton
David and Jane Wirth
Duke and Claire Yost

Gerald and Yoshie Ziarno

FRIENDS
Frank and Gretchen Aerstin

Charles Amble
Tom and Shelli Anderson
Todd and Sandy Anderson

Margaret and Lawrence Ault
Marion and Ken Bickel
Dr. and Mrs. Etcyl Blair
Chuck and Janet Bradley

Dennis Brooks
Phil and Helen Brown

Timothy Brown
Don and Jan Carlsen

Bud and Dorothy Carpenter

Thank you all for a great year! We cannot accomplish our work without
your support. We’ve done our best to track your gifts and correctly spell
your names. If you see any mistakes, we apologize in advance, and please
call us so that we can correct our files!

2003 LFC
Donors
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Roger Chaffee
Douglas and Joan Chapman
Greg and Dawn Crawford

Agnes Crow
Kevin and Dee DeLine

Muriel Dersnah
Jeff and Tricia Dyer

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Englund
Jack and Shirley Failla

Charles and Shirley Finch
Fred and Mary Fletcher

Don Francisco
David and Nina Frurip

Lois and Bill Gaunt
Glenn and Carol Gillespie

Glenn Goff
Steve and Pam Grace

Anne Haines
Jeff and Karla Hall

Roger and Joyce Halstead
Mike and Trish Harner

Robert Hartlein
Dave and Mary Haslam
Kirk and Sandy Havel
Paul and Clarissa Heil

Michael Hoggard
Fred and Kathy Honerkamp
Gary and Diane Humbyrd
Arnold and Betty Huntress
Edgar and Elvera Ilgenfritz

Judy and Alan Isquith
Oliver Juengel

Robert and Jean Julier
Donald and Eleanor Kaufman

Ronald and Linda Keller
Michael and Barbara Kelly

Jeremy Kilar
Sue Kimmel

Kay’s Krafty Knits
Warren and Sharlene Kruger

Bill and Jane Kuhlman
Jeff and Lisa Lauer

Sarah and Rudy Lindsey
Janea Little

Joseph Lubbehusen
Caroline Malone

Tim and Diane Maxson
Reverend and Mrs. Wallace Mayton

Reverend Dr. Brent McCumons
Roy and Phyliss McNeill

Mark and Carol McPherson
G. Edward Metcalf

William and Mary Lou Mick
Julie Mills

Craig and Noreen Mixan
Connie Moll and Pete Arnold
Dave and Carol Moore Miller

Ed and Dee Morelli
Alice and Jim Morgan

Virginia Morrison
John and Margaret Muste

Jim and Diane Myers
Phyllis and Tom Nehil

Cindy and Tom Newman
Ted and Virginia O’Neil

Mark Ostgarden

Mike and Nina Paquette
Ruth Peele

LoLita Pfeiffer
Chuck and Barbara Powell

Mr. and Mrs. David Ramaker
Lansing Rease

Charles and Barbara Roth
John and Luana Russell

Howard and Barbara Schoenherr
Ellie and Larry Schroeder
Paul and Gloria Schultz

A. Lee and Frances Smith
Jack and Debbie Starling
Greg and Karen Stiffler

Sharron Such
Mark and Cindy Sullivan
Kathy and John Susalla
Mike and JoAnn Taylor

Deborah and Terry Temperly
Ira and Sue Thumma

Karl and Denise Tomion
Valerie Trabucchi

Ken and Brenda Trethaway
Don and Charli Van Orden

Jay Van Houten
Daniel Wamhoff and Gwen Lang

William and Rebecca Wieland
Dave Williams
Mike Woody

Bonnie Woycik

OTHERS
Jim Bradley

Gerald and Kim Bruce
Richard and Marge Darger

John and Esther Frost
Walt Marfechuk
Forest Minger

Zella Mae Rease
Daniel Ward

LAND FUND DONORS
Anonymous (2)

Elan Lipschitz and Debbie
Anderson

Julie Arbury
Wendy Baker

Ceo Bauer
Stuart and Ruth Ann Bergstein

Don Blades
Fred and Alice Blanchard

M. Victoria Bowes
Tom Bradley

Stuart and Katherine Branson
Nancy Brown

Jim Burlingame
Byron and Margaret Charters

John and Joanne Clever
Daniel and Linda Cline
Cedric and Betty Currin
John and Nancy Davis

Kathryn Dawson
Jon and Heather DeGroot

Kent Dennis
Ruth Dixon
Edith Doil
Ann Doyle

Mark and Joann Doyle
Bruce and Evelyn Ducker
Wally and Florence Dyste

Tad and June Eastman
Edward and Dorothy Elliott

William and Catherine Elliott
Eldon and Judy Enger

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Englund
Tom and Marie Erickson
Jack and Shirley Failla

Vernon and Dorothy Fauver
Carol Feider

Linus K. Frevel
David and Alma Fry

David and Claudia Fry
Paul and Elaine Garner

Howard Garrett
Bill and Karen Gibson

Glenn and Carol Gillespie
Bruce and Judy Groom

Jim and Sally Hahn
Roland and Frances Hamburg

Leroy and Anne Hampton
Kay Harley and Charles Fahlgren

Don and Jo Ann Hawkins
Dick and Mary Lou Hazleton

Neil and Mary Hodges
James and Mary Hopfensperger

John and Barbara Hoshaw
Robert J. House

Norm and Ruth Hozak
Mitchell and Carol Jarosz

Robert and Betty Jane Keil
Duane and Joann Kenaga
James and Linda Kevra
Steven and Mary Kin

Brian and Deana Klingensmith
Doug and Shelley Koop

John Krieger and Valerie Ash
Janet Lanigan

Paul and Charlotte Larsen
Doug and Marguerite Leng
Charles and Elinor Lentz
Carl and Sheree Lovell

Tom and Tina Ludington
Remo and Camille Maneri

Reverend and Mrs. Wallace Mayton
Jan and Al McCormic

Marianne and Fred McKelvy
William Meek

Cliff and Esther Miles
Elsie and Tom Misner

George and Dottie Momany
Darl and Marjorie Pochert

Frank and Jean Popoff
Mrs. M. Sheldon Putnam

Mary Rack
Zella Mae Rease

Jerry and Cathy Ring
Harold and Margaret Rockwell

Edward and Elyse Rogers
John and Barbara Rothhaar

Elizabeth Saddler
Myrtle Salisbury

Glenn and Carol Sanford
B.J. and Herb Scogg

George and Quita Shier
David and Alice Sias

Brian Sirrine
Lawrence and Lucile Southwick

Phil and Susan Stephens
Sharron Such

Sally Ann Sutton
Thayre and Katie Talcott

Tom and Paula Tefft
Russell Teyner

Ross and Arlene Thompson
David and Gayle Tompkins

Dick and Jeanne Touvell
Terry Townley

Valerie Trabucchi
Christian and Jenee Velasquez

Dick Von Korff
Jeff and Kay Wagner
Barbara Weyenberg

Kris Winterton
David and Jane Wirth

Richard and Ellen Wolfe
Dorothy Yates

John and Pat Zimmerman

ENDOWMENT  FUND
DONORS

Elan Lipschitz and Debbie
Anderson
Ceo Bauer

Norm and Maureen Donker
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Dostal

Jack and Mary Fenner
The Herbert and Junia Doan

Foundation
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow

Foundation
Christopher and Tamela Hamilton

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hansen
Duane and Joann Kenaga

Steven and Mary Kin
Doug and Shelley Koop

Janet Martineau
Jan and Al McCormic

Paul and Kathleen Pounders
Betty and Jack Sheneberger
Gerard and Delores Sinke

Mr. Richard Stoesser
Dick and Jeanne Touvell

 Christian and Jenee Velasquez
Daniel Wamhoff and Gwen Lang

Margaret Wilson
David and Jane Wirth

Win Zacharias

FOUNDATION AND
CORPORATE DONORS
Alden and Vada Dow Family

Herbert and Junia Doan
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow

Rollin M. Gerstacker
3M Corporation (Scientific

Anglers)
CS Mott (through the Land Trust

Alliance Midwest Office)
Edward and Elyse Rogers Family

Charles J. Strosacker
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BENEFACTORS
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Michael and Rhea Dow
Edward and Dorothy Elliott

William and Catherine Elliott
David and Claudia Fry

William Meek
Frank and Jean Popoff

Margaret and John Riecker

PATRONS
Stuart and Katherine Branson

Daniel and Linda Cline
Ted and Junia Doan

Eldon and Judy Enger
Linus K. Frevel

Steven and Mary Kin
Dorothy Koop

Lee and Loretta McMaster
Elsie and Tom Misner
B.J. and Herb Scogg
Betty Vander Kelen

CONTRIBUTORS
Anonymous

John and Sandra Bartos
Robert B. Bennett

Tom Bradley
Mary Currie

Jon and Heather DeGroot
Benjamin and Katherine Dollard

Tad and June Eastman
Bill and Karen Gibson

Chuck and Bethany Goodman
Kay Harley and Charles Fahlgren

Emile and Sandy Hermann
Jim and Julie Luginbill

Deb and Tim Misner-Broderick
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Owen
Mrs. M. Sheldon Putnam
George and Quita Shier

David and Alice Sias
Bill Thomson

James and Bette Tollar
Christian and Jenee Velasquez

SPONSORS
Gene and Esther Arnold

Wendy Baker
Irene Beshgetoor

M. Victoria Bowes
Ned and Jeanette Brandt
Jim and Marilyn Brooks

Nancy Brown
Pam and Mike Butcher

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W Caldwell
Susan Campbell

John and Sylvia Carter
Dr. and Mrs. William S. Cline

Coldwell Banker Alliance Group

John and Nancy Davis
Wilford and Virginia Dent
Wendell and Marcia Dilling

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Dishburger
Ruth Dixon

Orville Dobson
Dick and Donna Dolinski

Ann Doyle
Bruce and Evelyn Ducker
Tom and Marie Erickson
James and Kelly Fabiano

Vernon and Dorothy Fauver
Carol Feider

David and Alma Fry
Paul and Elaine Garner
Carl and Marilyn Gillett

Roger and Ginny Gohrband
Bruce and Judy Groom

Roland and Frances Hamburg
Leroy and Anne Hampton

Kenneth and Audrey Harding
James and Carole Head

Tami Heilman and Richard Adam
Blake and Angela Hine

Carol Hlavacek
Neil and Mary Hodges

Robert J. House
Dennis and Barb Hurley
Mitchell and Carol Jarosz

Mike Kapp and Patricia Raines
Joseph Keil

James and Linda Kevra
Brian and Deana Klingensmith
George and Margaret Klumb

Richard and Judi Krauss
Chuck and Marcia Leach
Joe and Karen Lehman

Doug and Marguerite Leng
Charles and Elinor Lentz

Lance and Beth Lewis
Jack Maddox and Jan Garvey
Remo and Camille Maneri
Marty and Jan McGuire

Wilbur and Elaine McLaren
David Metevia

Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Meyer
Cliff and Esther Miles

David and Marcelle Molzahn
Craig and Pam Murchison

Brock and Mary Neely
Mrs. George Olson
Alan and Jean Ott

Richard and Judy Phillips
James and Nancy Pollack

David and Fran Reece
John Reisner

Jerry and Cathy Ring
Gene and Judy Rose
Ed and Phyllis Rusk

Richard and Lois Schell
Rick and Nancy Schenkel

Jim Secor
Don and Angela Sheets

Sandra Simmons
Sally Ann Sutton

Graham and Beth Taylor
Curtis and Donna Thayer

Ross and Arlene Thompson
Michael and Sharon Tiknis
Dick and Jeanne Touvell

Barbara Weyenberg
G. J. and Lyla Williams
Richard and Ellen Wolfe

Judy Wright
Dorothy Yates

SUPPORTERS
Chris and Sue Anderson

Dick and Helen Anderson
Gary and Judy Anderson

Julie Arbury
Orrin Barrett

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bash
Jeffrey and Laura Bennett

Carol and Frederic Bergstein
Don Blades

Robert and Ruth Bridge
Paul and Amanda Brink

Jim Burlingame
Brian and Kathy Chapman

Mrs. William Daudt
Kathryn Dawson

John and Mary Ditzler
Linn and Phae Dorman
Jeff and Terri Dulude

Joseph Dunn
Tim and Susan Dyste

Sylvia Erskine
Art and Judy Frock

Edward and Colleen Gannon
Juan and Linda Garces

Barry and Joanne George
Scott and Barbara Haines
Gil and Miriam Harter

Richard and Suzanne Heiny
James and Mary Hopfensperger

John and Barbara Hoshaw
Frederick and Jean Houghton

Norm and Ruth Hozak
Beth and Fritz Hyde

Roger and Sue Jennings
Duane and Joann Kenaga

Ed and Barb Kerns
Ronald and Ruth Klump

John Krieger and Valerie Ash
Randall A. Kursinsky

Janet Lanigan
Lin and Kathy Linabery

Ronald and Barbara Lowry
Jerry and Charlotte Maxson
Marianne and Fred McKelvy

Sharon Miller and Craig Delaney
George and Dottie Momany

Mary and Allen Pankopf
Steve and Sylvia Patchin
Curt and Gussie Peterson
Darl and Marjorie Pochert

Paul and Kathleen Pounders
Mary Rack

Mr. and Mrs. Tad Roberson
George and Victoria Rock

Harold and Margaret Rockwell
Fred and Carolee Rolf
Tom and Hilda Rush

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Ryan
Elizabeth Saddler

Helen Sanders
Charles and Sallie Sanislow

Bill and Beth Schmidt
Will Sears

David and Linda Smith
Lawrence and Lucile Southwick

Denise Spencer
Dr. Vernon Stenger

Bob Streadwick
Jim and Carol Struthers
Thayre and Katie Talcott

Tom and Paula Tefft
Russell Teyner

Allan and Roberta Thiele
Bruce and Rosemary Thill

Richard Van Effen
Joseph Vander Kelen

Gary and Ruth Veurink
Dick and Ann Votaw
Rick and Chris Walter

William Wang
Joe and Cindy Weir

Kris Winterton
David and Jane Wirth
Duke and Claire Yost

Gerald and Yoshie Ziarno

FRIENDS
Frank and Gretchen Aerstin

Charles Amble
Tom and Shelli Anderson
Todd and Sandy Anderson

Margaret and Lawrence Ault
Marion and Ken Bickel
Dr. and Mrs. Etcyl Blair
Chuck and Janet Bradley

Dennis Brooks
Phil and Helen Brown

Timothy Brown
Don and Jan Carlsen

Bud and Dorothy Carpenter

Thank you all for a great year! We cannot accomplish our work without
your support. We’ve done our best to track your gifts and correctly spell
your names. If you see any mistakes, we apologize in advance, and please
call us so that we can correct our files!

2003 LFC
Donors
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Roger Chaffee
Douglas and Joan Chapman
Greg and Dawn Crawford

Agnes Crow
Kevin and Dee DeLine

Muriel Dersnah
Jeff and Tricia Dyer

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Englund
Jack and Shirley Failla

Charles and Shirley Finch
Fred and Mary Fletcher

Don Francisco
David and Nina Frurip

Lois and Bill Gaunt
Glenn and Carol Gillespie

Glenn Goff
Steve and Pam Grace

Anne Haines
Jeff and Karla Hall

Roger and Joyce Halstead
Mike and Trish Harner

Robert Hartlein
Dave and Mary Haslam
Kirk and Sandy Havel
Paul and Clarissa Heil

Michael Hoggard
Fred and Kathy Honerkamp
Gary and Diane Humbyrd
Arnold and Betty Huntress
Edgar and Elvera Ilgenfritz

Judy and Alan Isquith
Oliver Juengel

Robert and Jean Julier
Donald and Eleanor Kaufman

Ronald and Linda Keller
Michael and Barbara Kelly

Jeremy Kilar
Sue Kimmel

Kay’s Krafty Knits
Warren and Sharlene Kruger

Bill and Jane Kuhlman
Jeff and Lisa Lauer

Sarah and Rudy Lindsey
Janea Little

Joseph Lubbehusen
Caroline Malone

Tim and Diane Maxson
Reverend and Mrs. Wallace Mayton

Reverend Dr. Brent McCumons
Roy and Phyliss McNeill

Mark and Carol McPherson
G. Edward Metcalf

William and Mary Lou Mick
Julie Mills

Craig and Noreen Mixan
Connie Moll and Pete Arnold
Dave and Carol Moore Miller

Ed and Dee Morelli
Alice and Jim Morgan

Virginia Morrison
John and Margaret Muste

Jim and Diane Myers
Phyllis and Tom Nehil

Cindy and Tom Newman
Ted and Virginia O’Neil

Mark Ostgarden

Mike and Nina Paquette
Ruth Peele

LoLita Pfeiffer
Chuck and Barbara Powell

Mr. and Mrs. David Ramaker
Lansing Rease

Charles and Barbara Roth
John and Luana Russell

Howard and Barbara Schoenherr
Ellie and Larry Schroeder
Paul and Gloria Schultz

A. Lee and Frances Smith
Jack and Debbie Starling
Greg and Karen Stiffler

Sharron Such
Mark and Cindy Sullivan
Kathy and John Susalla
Mike and JoAnn Taylor

Deborah and Terry Temperly
Ira and Sue Thumma

Karl and Denise Tomion
Valerie Trabucchi

Ken and Brenda Trethaway
Don and Charli Van Orden

Jay Van Houten
Daniel Wamhoff and Gwen Lang

William and Rebecca Wieland
Dave Williams
Mike Woody

Bonnie Woycik

OTHERS
Jim Bradley

Gerald and Kim Bruce
Richard and Marge Darger

John and Esther Frost
Walt Marfechuk
Forest Minger

Zella Mae Rease
Daniel Ward

LAND FUND DONORS
Anonymous (2)

Elan Lipschitz and Debbie
Anderson

Julie Arbury
Wendy Baker

Ceo Bauer
Stuart and Ruth Ann Bergstein

Don Blades
Fred and Alice Blanchard

M. Victoria Bowes
Tom Bradley

Stuart and Katherine Branson
Nancy Brown

Jim Burlingame
Byron and Margaret Charters

John and Joanne Clever
Daniel and Linda Cline
Cedric and Betty Currin
John and Nancy Davis

Kathryn Dawson
Jon and Heather DeGroot

Kent Dennis
Ruth Dixon
Edith Doil
Ann Doyle

Mark and Joann Doyle
Bruce and Evelyn Ducker
Wally and Florence Dyste

Tad and June Eastman
Edward and Dorothy Elliott

William and Catherine Elliott
Eldon and Judy Enger

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Englund
Tom and Marie Erickson
Jack and Shirley Failla

Vernon and Dorothy Fauver
Carol Feider

Linus K. Frevel
David and Alma Fry

David and Claudia Fry
Paul and Elaine Garner

Howard Garrett
Bill and Karen Gibson

Glenn and Carol Gillespie
Bruce and Judy Groom

Jim and Sally Hahn
Roland and Frances Hamburg

Leroy and Anne Hampton
Kay Harley and Charles Fahlgren

Don and Jo Ann Hawkins
Dick and Mary Lou Hazleton

Neil and Mary Hodges
James and Mary Hopfensperger

John and Barbara Hoshaw
Robert J. House

Norm and Ruth Hozak
Mitchell and Carol Jarosz

Robert and Betty Jane Keil
Duane and Joann Kenaga
James and Linda Kevra
Steven and Mary Kin

Brian and Deana Klingensmith
Doug and Shelley Koop

John Krieger and Valerie Ash
Janet Lanigan

Paul and Charlotte Larsen
Doug and Marguerite Leng
Charles and Elinor Lentz
Carl and Sheree Lovell

Tom and Tina Ludington
Remo and Camille Maneri

Reverend and Mrs. Wallace Mayton
Jan and Al McCormic

Marianne and Fred McKelvy
William Meek

Cliff and Esther Miles
Elsie and Tom Misner

George and Dottie Momany
Darl and Marjorie Pochert

Frank and Jean Popoff
Mrs. M. Sheldon Putnam

Mary Rack
Zella Mae Rease

Jerry and Cathy Ring
Harold and Margaret Rockwell

Edward and Elyse Rogers
John and Barbara Rothhaar

Elizabeth Saddler
Myrtle Salisbury

Glenn and Carol Sanford
B.J. and Herb Scogg

George and Quita Shier
David and Alice Sias

Brian Sirrine
Lawrence and Lucile Southwick

Phil and Susan Stephens
Sharron Such

Sally Ann Sutton
Thayre and Katie Talcott

Tom and Paula Tefft
Russell Teyner

Ross and Arlene Thompson
David and Gayle Tompkins

Dick and Jeanne Touvell
Terry Townley

Valerie Trabucchi
Christian and Jenee Velasquez

Dick Von Korff
Jeff and Kay Wagner
Barbara Weyenberg

Kris Winterton
David and Jane Wirth

Richard and Ellen Wolfe
Dorothy Yates

John and Pat Zimmerman

ENDOWMENT  FUND
DONORS

Elan Lipschitz and Debbie
Anderson
Ceo Bauer

Norm and Maureen Donker
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Dostal

Jack and Mary Fenner
The Herbert and Junia Doan

Foundation
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow

Foundation
Christopher and Tamela Hamilton

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hansen
Duane and Joann Kenaga

Steven and Mary Kin
Doug and Shelley Koop

Janet Martineau
Jan and Al McCormic

Paul and Kathleen Pounders
Betty and Jack Sheneberger
Gerard and Delores Sinke

Mr. Richard Stoesser
Dick and Jeanne Touvell

 Christian and Jenee Velasquez
Daniel Wamhoff and Gwen Lang

Margaret Wilson
David and Jane Wirth

Win Zacharias

FOUNDATION AND
CORPORATE DONORS
Alden and Vada Dow Family

Herbert and Junia Doan
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow

Rollin M. Gerstacker
3M Corporation (Scientific

Anglers)
CS Mott (through the Land Trust

Alliance Midwest Office)
Edward and Elyse Rogers Family

Charles J. Strosacker
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No matter how you measure it, 2003 was a great
year for the Conservancy! We saw increases in all areas of
our program. The number of contributing households
and the dollars donated by individuals were both up over
40% for the year. The number of acres placed under our
purview increased by 289, including more than 2 miles
of shoreline, through three wonderful projects.

The Conservancy’s long-term financial stability
was helped through the completion of the initial
endowment challenge grant issued by the
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation
in 1998. Because of the generous
contributions of local foundations and
many individuals, we successfully reached
the $500,000 goal early in the year.

With the matching grants from the Dow
Foundation and the return of a stronger market
in 2003, we finished the year with an endowment fund
balance of about $1.1 million. Because the spending
policy for distribution of the earnings involves a lagging
calculation, we received only $9,500 from the fund this
year. As we move forward, however, we will see that
distribution grow rapidly (as the fund balance did) to
realize the true potential of that fund in just a few short
years.

Although membership numbers increased
dramatically, individual contributions were able to
provide only 13% of our operating budget in 2003.
However, we can not forget that many members made
contributions to the Land Fund that helped us purchase
the Steiner preserve in Lee Township. Those donations
bumped the amount of total funds contributed by
individuals to 23% of our income for the year.

Although this financial support is very encouraging,
we must continue to work hard to increase our annual
operating contributions from individuals and increase the
endowment fund balance if we wish to reach self
sufficiency soon. We have been fortunate to receive a
tremendous amount of operating support from the local
foundations. In fact, foundation grants accounted for

73% of our operating income for 2003. This, however, is
not a sustainable model for the long-term.

We completed three land projects in 2003. The
largest was a 236-acre conservation easement that was
donated by Ceo Bauer over 5 contiguous properties in
Montcalm County. We followed that project with our
first ever purchase of land by acquiring a 9.8 acre

property at the confluence of the Big Salt Creek and
the Chippewa River. Through contributions

from our members we raised over $17,000
in just a couple of months to close that
deal.

At our annual picnic in May we
announced the pending transfer of the 43-
acre Averill log banking grounds along the

Tittabawassee River. That transfer from the
Midland Area Community Foundation was

completed in November. Planning began immediately to
determine what amenities we could add to that property
to restore some of its ecological functions, and also to
interpret the unique history associated with this site.

Also at that picnic we welcomed five new board
members to the Conservancy--Judy Enger, Carol Feider,
Steve Kin, Elyse Rogers and Chris Velasquez--while we
said good-bye to four of our founding board members,
Bill Gibson, Gene Kenaga and Hugh and Eileen Starks.

Overall, 2003 was very exciting for us. As we look
forward to 2004 we see many new challenges ahead such
as the new endowment campaign, conservation easement
donations, property acquisitions, new board members,
and other new opportunities we are not even aware of at
this time.

I thank each member of the board for the many
hours they have given to the Conservancy and to the staff
for their dedication and professionalism. I welcome the
new board members into our organization and believe we
are continuing on our path to a better community
through the work of this organization.

—Daniel J. Cline
President

ANNUAL REPORT TO

The Little Forks Conservancy Board of Directors
MAY 12, 2004

LOGO
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The grant awarded by the Charles J. Strosacker
Foundation to match new member contributions
continues throughout 2004. The Strosacker grant
provides up to $20,000 to match new member
donations (and those of previous donors who had not
made a gift since FY 2000) throughout 2003 and 2004.

As of May 15th LFC has received qualifying
donations totaling $10,275. We have only until the year’s
end to raise the remaining $9,725 in matchable funds.

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Support and Revenue

Grants and contributions $42,633
Contribution of land 124,500
Membership fees and other  33,085
Investment income  3,399
Appreciation (depreciation) of investments 31,170
Miscellaneous income  530
Net assets released from restrictions for specific purposes

Time restrictions expired     121,356
Total support and revenue   356,673

Expenses
Programs 143,841
Administration 18,920
Fundraising         27,653

Total expenses       190,414

Change in unrestricted net assets       166,259

TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Support and revenue (grants and contributions)

Restricted for programs for future years 254,653
Restricted for specific purposes 19,601

Net assets released from restrictions    (121,356)

Change in temporarily restricted net assets      152,898

PERMANENTLY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Contributions           2000

Change in permanently restricted net assets           2000

Change in net assets 321,157

Net assets at beginning of year      407,979

Net assets at end of year    $729,136

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2003

We are thankful to all who made contributions in
2003 and the first four months of 2004. Without your
support we would not be able to move forward with
new programs and new opportunities for land
conservation in Mid-Michigan.

We will again be conducting a membership drive
this summer and fall to seek new contributors to the
Conservancy.

Strosacker Matching Grant Continues
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Things change, and our board is no exception. After
germanating and caring for this young conservation
organization and having found themselves strapped for
time, three board members are moving to their next
relationship with LFC -- that of retired board members. Join
us in thanking Gene Arnold, Dick Touvell and Will Sears
for the many hours they gave to help build the best
Conservancy in Mid-Michigan!

Gene Arnold and Dick Touvell are founding board
members of The Little Forks Conservancy. They have seen
the ups and downs (hopefully more ups) during their
combined 16 years with LFC. Gene has chosen to remain
on the Outreach Committee. Dick will also remain an
active member of the Conservancy. Will Sears, a board
member for 6 years, brought his knowledge of the land
and contacts with many landowners to LFC. He will
continue to be a key connection to the agricultural
community.

“Each of these directors has provided a service to this
organization that was crucial to taking LFC from its origins
to a strong, healthy organization,” says Douglas Koop,
Executive Director. “Their knowledge of the community
and technical expertise got us through the toughest time of
any new organization...the first 6 years. While they will be
leaving the management decisions behind, I know I can
always count on their continued involvement when the
Conservancy needs their advice and leadership skills.”

We are excited to announce three new board
members of The Little Forks Conservancy.

Jim Luginbill
Jim Luginbill joined Comerica Bank in 1984, and is

currently the Regional President for the Midland Region.
After moving to Midland in 2002, Jim became actively
involved in the community.  He is on the Executive Board
of the Midland Economic Development Council,
Affordable Housing Alliance, and is a member of the
Midland Rotary Club.

A graduate of MSU, with a B.S. in Crop and Soil
Science, Jim is embracing his role as a member of the
Conservancy and a board member.  He loves being out in
the woods and in natural areas.  When asked why he is
involved with LFC, Jim says the group “pursues, maintains
and protects land in the areas we all love” and believes
“through education, fundraising and hard work,
conservancies can make a difference.”

Jim and his wife, Julie, have three daughters:  Kelsey,
Taylor and Lindsey.

Neil Hawkins
Neil has worked in a variety of positions with The

Dow Chemical Co., and is currently with Public Affairs in
Global Issues Management.

Neil’s interest in conservation was evident even in high
school – he was the president of the ecology club!  He holds
a B.S. from Georgia Tech, and a M.S. and Ph.D. from the
Harvard University School of Public Health.  Though his
doctoral degree is in Environmental Sciences and
Engineering, Neil took time to study ecology for fun while
at Georgia Tech.

He believes LFC is at a terrific point in time for
private solutions and partnerships to preserve the great
natural heritage of the tri-county region. In fact, Neil says
“Progress can be made quickly when the community, private
sector, foundations and individuals team together to
accomplish great things…one parcel at a time.  The more
land saved now…the more beauty and enjoyment in the
future for this region.”

Jan McGuire
Jan has worked for Chemical Bank for over 25 years,

and currently holds the position of First Vice President and
Director of Marketing for Chemical Financial Corporation.
She is a graduate of the Robert M. Perry School of Banking
at Central Michigan University, and the School of Bank
Marketing and Management at the University of Colorado.

Involved in the community, Jan is the chair of the
Midland Area Chamber Foundation, and sits on the board
of the Midland Symphony Orchestra. Jan explained her
involvment with the Conservancy by stating, “I am proud to
be a part of an organization that will leave a lasting affect on
our community for many years to come.”

Jan and her husband, Marty, have five children.

The addition of these three directors creates an
organization where 8 of our 15 board members have one
year or less of experience on the board. “By balancing this
with current board members with three to more than six
years of service, we have a strong dynamic of energy and
knowledge,” says Koop.

“I am very excited about seeing the new directors
interact with the returning directors, and I look forward to
the insight these professionals will bring to the
organization. I feel blessed to have the diversity of
experience and knowledge that the entire board brings to
the issue of land conservation.”

Spring Brings Changes at LFC
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Membership Gift:

� $1,000

� $500

� $250

� $100

� $50

� $25

� Other:_______

Name: __________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: ______________________  State: ______  Zip: _____________

E-mail: __________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________

The Little Forks Conservancy welcomes the following members.  Each
of their gifts was matched by a grant from the Charles J. Strosacker
Foundation. Donations received Jan. 1 to May 15, 2004.

• We thank the following donors for their contributions to the LFC
Land Fund.  Donations received Jan. 1 to May 15, 2004.

PLEASE ACCEPT MY CONTRIBUTION TO HELP PROTECT

SIGNIFICANT NATURAL RESOURCES IN MY COMMUNITY.

Bill and Cathy Egerer
Rick and Donna Gross
Neil and Annemarie Hawkins
Ed and Brigette Haycock

• Thank you to Ross and Arlene Thompson for making a contribution to
support the Conservancy’s 52 week underwriting of the NPR show
“Living on Earth” on WCMU radio.

• A Huge Thanks to Little Forks Outfitters!  Bo Brines, owner,
dedicated 10% of pre-tax sales on Earth Day, April 22 to LFC.
A total of $110 was deposited into the Land Fund in honor of
Earth Day, and matched 2:1 under a grant from the Herbert H.
and Grace A. Dow Foundation.

Ceo Bauer
Edward and Dorothy Elliott
Frank Gerace
Neil and Mary Hodges
Doug and Shelley Koop

Glenn and Carol Sanford
Russell Teyner
Christian and Jenee Velasquez
William Wang

Geoffry and Jenifer Kusch
Bruce and Suzanne Richards
Charles and Darlene Wolohan

Thank You!

Welcome New Members

� I would like to make an additional contribution of $______ to the Land Fund.

� Please send me information on protecting my land.

Spreading the Word
To Landowners

On May 12, 2004, the
Conservancy hosted a meeting for
landowners at the West Midland
Family Center. Landowners were
invited to come learn about
conservation options available for their
property. Look for more of these
meetings in the future throughout the
Conservancy’s service area as we work
to spread the word on the benefits of
land conservation.

We offer a special thanks to Glenn
Sanford and Debbie Anderson for
their time and help with the meeting.
To learn more about the work we do
and land conservation options, call us
at (989) 835-4886.

Join Us For a
Preserve Workday!

Would you like to help clean up
our preserves? Call or e-mail Elan
(elipschitz@littleforks.org) for details
on these scheduled workdays:

Steiner Preserve: Jun. 26, 9am - Noon

Averill Preserve: Jun. 16, 9am - Noon
Jul. 13, 5pm - 8pm

Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
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THE LITTLE FORKS

CONSERVANCY
Protecting the places we love for future generations.

Spring 2004 Issue 29 Serving the Tittabawassee, Chippewa and Pine River Watersheds

What if we could increase the
acreage of an existing preserve and
protect more river frontage?  Wouldn’t
that be great!

The Conservancy was faced with
this question when we learned that a
31-acre property adjacent to our Averill
Preserve was listed for sale. The
Conservancy’s staff immediately began
working to find a way to secure the
long term protection of this property.

Acquisition of this parcel will
expand our ownership in Averill to
over 1 mile of frontage and adjacent
floodplain along this stretch of the
Tittabawassee River.

“This property is a key addition
to the Averill Preserve that will benefit
the land and the local community,”
says Land Protection Specialist Elan
Lipschitz. “This will give us critically
needed access to the west side of the
Averill Preserve and will tie in
extremely well with the Averill Master
Plan.”

 The agreed upon purchase price
is $100,000.  This will be our biggest
and most ambitious purchase of land
to date.

The funds to buy this property are
being provided by a grant from
settlement monies known as the
PIRGIM fund. Dollars in this fund
were generated as part of a consent
agreement for a water quality permit
violation that occured more than eight
years ago. Qualifying  projects need to

demonstrate clear benefits to water
quality in the Saginaw Bay watershed.

By permanently protecting 1,250
feet of Tittabawassee River shoreline,
along with more than 1,500 feet of
Averill Creek that dissects the
property, and by ensuring that at least
20 acres of critical floodplain will not
be encroached upon by unsafe
development, we were able to meet
the criteria set by the fund
administrators.
Help us celebrate!

Join us at the Averill Preserve on
Monday, June 21, beginning at
5:30pm, for our annual picnic to
celebrate this addition! Registration
for the picnic was mailed out to all
members on May 27. A buffet dinner
will be catered by Bone Daddy’s BBQ.

Conservancy Signs Purchase Agreement to Expand Preserve

Dr. Eugene Kenaga and landowner Dr. Kyung Ahn
stand at the base of a towering cottonwood found on this
special property. (photo from 1999)
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THE LITTLE FORKS CONSERVANCY

414 Townsend Street
Midland, MI  48640-5266

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

 STAFF

Douglas Koop
Executive Director

Elan Lipschitz
Land Protection Specialist

Jennifer Olsen
Outreach Coordinator

Phone: 989-835-4886
Fax: 989-835-4895
www.littleforks.org
info@littleforks.org

Wendy Baker
Tom Bradley

Daniel J. Cline
Edward Elliott

Judy Enger
Carol W. Feider
Neil Hawkins

Steve Kin
Jim Luginbill
Jan McGuire
Elsie Misner
Tom Misner

Elyse M. Rogers
Glenn Sanford

Christian Velasquez

With the
arrival of spring,
Conservancy
board members
Ed Elliott and
Glenn Sanford
have gone right to
work making a
couple of quick
improvements to
the Averill
preserve. Hoping
to take advantage
of the preserve’s
location between
the Tittabawassee
River and the Pere Marquette Rail-
Trail, the preserve team is working to
create a trail to allow for access to the
lower portion of the property.

The Conservancy is working with
Justin Arnosky, a local Boy Scout, as
part of his Eagle Scout service project
to create a safe crossing of the L&B
Drain by constructing a pedestrian
bridge to span the drain. We will have
to deal with Mother Nature as the
photograph above shows our
preferred location!

We wish to thank Matt Schaar
and Brett Schwenke of Wilcox
Professional Services, LLC of Saginaw

for assisting in the design and
permitting for this project.

Plans are underway to create an
historic interpretation area along the
overlook, fix a couple of erosion
problems on site, and create and
install signs to mark our boundaries
and recognize the Midland Area
Community Foundation for their role
in preserving this property.

If you would like to be a part of
the work crew for this or other
stewardship projects, please contact
Elan at the Conservancy office, 835-
4886. Work days are scheduled for
June 9 (9am - Noon) and July 13th
(5:00 - 8:00pm).

Work Begins at The Averill Preserve

During the flood events this spring we were able to evaluate the effects of high
water on our property. Bridging the L&B Drain to provide safe pedestrian
access to the lower sections of the preserve will be challenging!

Printed on Recycled Paper

Ahn Property Averill Preserve


