
 

 

 

MSU Science Festival 2023 
BioBlitz Participant’s Guide 

What is a BioBlitz? 
A BioBlitz is a community science-led tally of living things in a given area. 

MSU Science Festival has partnered with nature centers, natural areas, 

parks, and other conservation organizations across Michigan to be featured 

locations for the 2023 BioBlitz during April.  
 

How can I participate? 

• Make observations: 

o Visit any of the featured locations listed below with a phone or 

camera. 

o Take pictures of living organisms you come across. 

o Upload them to iNaturalist using the app or website (internet 

connection required) - be sure to include location information. 

• Identify other people’s observations: 

o Visit the iNaturalist projects using the links below and check out 

other people’s observations at a location of interest.  

o Suggest an identification of the organism - if you don’t know the 

specific species, that's ok; any identification is helpful. 
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Featured Locations: 
Ann Arbor Parks (10 locations across Ann Arbor, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Belle Isle Nature Center (Detroit, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Blandford Nature Center (Grand Rapids, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Corey Marsh Ecological Research Center (Laingsburg, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Crosswinds Marsh - Wayne County Parks (New Boston, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve (Rochester, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Fenner Nature Center (Lansing, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Grand Traverse Natural Education Reserve (Traverse City, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Harris Nature Center (Okemos, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Indian Springs Metropark (White Lake, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Michigan & Beyond (anywhere else in Michigan and wherever you are) | iNaturalist Project 

Michigan Audubon Capital City Bird Sanctuary (Lansing, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Michigan Nature Association (4 locations: Dowagiac, Springfield Township, Grass Lake, and 

Ludington, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

MSU Kellogg Bird Sanctuary (Augusta, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Nan Weston Nature Preserve at Sharon Hollow (Manchester, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Potter Park Zoo Lansing River Trail (Lansing, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Riverview Natural Area (Midland, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Rogue River State Game Area (Kent City, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Rose Lake State Game Area (East Lansing, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

Seney National Wildlife Refuge (Seney, MI) | iNaturalist Project  

Woldumar Nature Center (Lansing, MI) | iNaturalist Project 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-ann-arbor-s-parks
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-bioblitz-at-belle-isle
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-blandford-nature-center
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-corey-marsh-ecological-research-center
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-crosswinds-marsh
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-dinosaur-hill-nature-preserve
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-fenner-nature-center
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-grand-traverse-natural-education-reserve
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-harris-nature-center
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-indian-springs-metropark
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-capital-city-bird-sanctuary
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-michigan-nature-associations
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-kellogg-bird-sanctuary
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-nan-weston-preserve-at-sharon-hollow
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-potter-park-zoo-lansing-river-trail
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-riverview-natural-area
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-rogue-river-sga
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-rose-lake-sga
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-seney-national-wildlife-refuge
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/msu-scifest-2023-bioblitz-at-woldumar-nature-center
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How to use iNaturalist 

   

www.inaturalist.org Android App Apple App 
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1. Locate and click on the green Upload button. 

2. Choose the photo(s) you want to upload. 

3. Fill in the species name, location, and other details to submit your 

observation. 
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1. Locate and select the green plus sign. 
2. Select your image(s) or take a photo. 
3. Fill in what you saw, the location, and other relevant details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Locate and select the Observe icon at the bottom. 
2. Select your image(s) or take a photo. 
3. Fill in what you saw, the location, and other relevant details. 
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• Getting Started with iNaturalist 
• Video tutorials 
• Getting Good Photos for Identification 
• Identification tips 

What should I look for? 

There are so many different organisms all around you: birds, mammals, 

reptiles, fish, amphibians, plants, fungi, insects, arachnids, and more! 

 

Observation Tips & Tricks 

• Take identifiable photos - fill the frame with your subject and don’t be 
afraid to zoom in to get a better image. 

• Take multiple photos - it is easier to identify many organisms with 
multiple angles and/or multiple features. For example, a tree is much 
easier to identify with photos of leaves, branches, and bark; a flowering 
plant is much easier to identify with photos of leaves and flowers. 

• Be sure to add the location of your observation. If you are worried 
about privacy, change the location visibility to obscured. 

• If possible, use a hand or other object like a pencil to showcase the 
scale of the organism. 

• Don’t photograph people’s faces, especially children. 
• See iNaturalist Photo Guide 

https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/getting+started
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/video+tutorials
https://www.inaturalist.org/guides/2465
https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/help#identification
https://cwf-fcf.org/en/resources/downloads/booklets-handouts/iNaturalist-Photo-Guide-Final.pdf
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Identification Resources 

• Field Guide for Michigan birds, trees, insects, wildflowers, mammals, 
and more | MSU Fisheries & Wildlife Department Graduate Student 
Organization 

• Learn about Michigan’s species | Michigan DNR 
• Guide to Common Wetland Birds of Southern Michigan | Michigan DNR 
• Guide to Insects on Your Hike | Michigan DNR 
• Guide to Spring Wildflower Hikes | Michigan DNR 
• Guide to Mushrooms | Michigan DNR 
• Michigan’s Rare Animals | Michigan Natural Features Inventory 
• Michigan’s Rare Plants | Michigan Natural Features Inventory 
• Michigan Invasive Species | State of Michigan 
• A Field Guide to Invasive Plants of Aquatic and Wetland Habitats for 

Michigan | MSU Extension 
• A Field Guide to Invasive Plants in Michigan’s Natural Communities | 

MSU Extension 
• Common Aquatic Plants of Michigan | EGLE 
• Michigan Flora | UM Herbarium 
• Field Guide to Michigan Crayfish | Michigan DNR 
• UP Tree Identification Key | MSU Extension 
• Identifying Trees of Michigan | MSU Extension 
• Michigan Herp Atlas 
• Know Your Insects 

• BugGuide 
• Butterflies of America 
• Guide to identifying trees by their bark | MSU professor Lars Brudvig 

and Ben Knapp 
• Merlin Bird ID 
• All About Birds | Cornell Lab 
• Birds of the World | Cornell Lab 
• Guide to North American Birds | Audubon 
• What Tree Is That? | Arbor Day Foundation 
• Nature Tracking 
• Animal Diversity Web 
• U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Find a Species 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XzEmb8YzN_dnnN4-fgd3r9jBQiMybuwJ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XzEmb8YzN_dnnN4-fgd3r9jBQiMybuwJ/view
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/education/michigan-species
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/southern_Michigan_guide_to_birds_693609_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/dnr/Documents/Education/visitorcenters/Insect_hike_guide.pdf?rev=142dc7f48a07417d92c865d3f7e14f34
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/dnr/Documents/Education/visitorcenters/Guide_to_spring_wildflower_hikes_accessible.pdf?rev=2f15533c53ea48f5a64e45443a4babbd
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/-/media/Project/Websites/dnr/Documents/Education/NatureHome/Guide_to_Mushrooms.pdf?rev=5637039832ab41ddaae9aff4d22bf6ec&hash=B088EA7276A5093ED0BDB992018CBA97
https://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/species/animals
https://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/species/plants
https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/id-report
https://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/invasive-species/AquaticsFieldGuide.pdf
https://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/invasive-species/AquaticsFieldGuide.pdf
https://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/invasive-species/InvasivePlantsFieldGuide.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/egle/Documents/Programs/WRD/ANC/common-aquatic-plants-michigan.pdf?rev=516b7eea06ee4cf7abc58745b146fd9a
https://michiganflora.net/
https://www.michigan.gov/invasives/-/media/Project/Websites/dnr/Documents/Education/NatureHome/Michigan_Crayfish_Guide.pdf
http://uptreeid.com/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/identifying-trees-of-michigan-e2332-revised-2022
https://miherpatlas.org/species-list/
https://www.knowyourinsects.org/
https://bugguide.net/node/view/15740
http://butterfliesofamerica.com/index.html
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1HYnU_Xvb-U8OmOJ95U_gy_uzqrENIDjbU9HnKptsYks/mobilebasic?s=03
https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/home
https://www.audubon.org/bird-guide
https://www.arborday.org/trees/whatTree/
https://naturetracking.com/getting-started/
http://animaldiversity.org/
https://www.fws.gov/species/search

